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July 2006 Newsletter—
"What's all the fuss about 15 passenger vans?”

Periodically we are asked to add 15 passenger vans to our church client's
auto policy. Many of our church carriers will not entertain any kind of 15
passenger van, even those that have been converted to less capacity.
Frankly, based on the evidence we agree with the "unsafe” designation most
Carriers use.

A year ago, the Mational Highway Traffic Safety Administration issued its
consumer advisory for users of 15 passengervans. Believe it or not, federal
law already prohibits the sale of 15 passenger vans for the school related
transport of high school age and younger students. While it is not illegal for
churches to use 15 passengervans to transport similar aged children, they
do need to be aware that these large vans have a rollover risk that increases
dramatically as the number of occupants increases from fewer than 5 to
mare than 10. This rollover rate is nearly 3 times the rate of the under 5
occupant category.

=teps to take to increase safety if you already have a 15 passenger van:

1. Make sure tires are inflated properly. 74% of all 15 passenger vans
in a NHTSA study were significantly mis-inflated.

Z. Do not go anywhere in a 15 passenger van unless all the
passengers are buckled up. Mearly 80% of those who died in 15
passenger van rollovers were not buckled up.

3. Limit access to 1 or 2 experienced drivers and reduce the “fatigue
factor” by limiting longer trips.

4. Limitthe number of occupants and amount of cargo.

For more details go to the National Highway Traffic Safety Website
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